
ACTION MINUTES 
 
MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2020, AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE FLORENCE TOWN COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 775 N. MAIN STREET, FLORENCE, ARIZONA.  Notice is 
hereby given that seating is limited for the public to attend in-person due to social 
distancing requirements. Please remember masks are required for in-person 
attendance.    
 

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 
Due to the risks to public health caused by the possible spread of the COVID-19 virus at 
public gatherings, the Town of Florence has authorized attendance through technological 
means.  In reliance on, and in compliance with, the March 13, 2020 Opinion issued by 
Attorney General Mark Brnovich, and in conjunction with the Emergency Proclamation 
signed by Mayor Tara Walter, on March 18, 2020.  The Town of Florence provides this 
special advance notice of the technological means through which public meetings may 
be accessed.  Public wishing to provide comment at the meeting should contact the Town 
Clerk in by 5:00 p.m. the day of the meeting.  
 
To attend the meeting noticed below by technological means, members of the  
The agenda for this meeting is as follows:    
  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Walter called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 
2. ROLL CALL:  
 
Present: Tara Walter, John Anderson, Karen Wall, Kristen Larsen, Michelle  

Cordes, Judy Hughes 
     

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
5. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  
Call to the Public for public comment on issues within the jurisdiction of the Town Council.  
Council rules limit public comment to three minutes.  Individual Councilmembers may 
respond to criticism made by those commenting, may ask staff to review a matter raised 
or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda.  However, members of the Council 
shall not discuss or take action on any matter during an open call to the public unless the 
matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal action. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND PRESENTATIONS 
 



a. Public Hearing on a Conditional Use Permit request by Higher Dimension Christian 
Center, to allow the existing building to serve as a worship and clothing donation 
center within the zoning classifications: Neighborhood Office, Single-family 
Residential, Multi-family Residential, and Manufactured Home Subdivision,  at a 
property located at 424 and 448 E. Butte Avenue; and 
Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to adopt Resolution No. 1753-20: A 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, 
APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST FOR PINAL COUNTY 
APN 200-50-0690 and APN 200-50-0700 (PZ 20-26). (Larry Harmer) 

 
Mayor Walter opened the public hearing.  Mayor Walter closed the public hearing.   
 
On motion of Councilmember Wall, seconded by Councilmember Larsen, and 
carried (6-0) to adopt Resolution No. 1953-20.  
 

b. Presentation on and Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of Accepting the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Statement and Annual Expenditure Limitation 
Report ending June 30, 2020. (Rebecca Jimenez)  

 
On motion of Councilmember Cordes, seconded by Councilmember Wall, and 
carried (6-0) to accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Statement and Annual 
Expenditure Limitation Report ending June 30, 2020. 
 
7. ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT. NO. 1. 
 
On motion of Councilmember Larsen, seconded by Councilmember Wall, and 
carried (6-0) to adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1.  
 

a. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to accept the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities 
District No. 1 Audit. (Rebecca Jimenez) 

 
On motion of Boardmember Wall, seconded by Vice-Chairman Anderson, and 
carried (6-0) to accept the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1 Audit. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action to approve Merrill Ranch Community Facilities 

District No. 1 July 20, and November 2, 2020 Special Meeting minutes.(Lisa 
Garcia) 

 
On motion of Vice-Chairman Anderson, seconded by Boardmember Larsen, and 
carried (6-0) to approve the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1 July 
20, and November 2, 2020 Special Meeting minutes. 
 
8. ADJOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 1. 
 
On motion of Boardmember Larsen, seconded by Boardmember Wall, and carried 
(6-0) to adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 1. 
 



9. ADJOURN TO MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2. 
 
On motion of Councilmember Larsen, seconded by Councilmember Wall, and 
carried (6-0) to adjourn to Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2.  
 

a. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to accept the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities 
District No. 2 Audit. (Rebecca Jimenez) 

 
On motion of Boardmember Larsen, seconded by Boardmember Cordes, and 
carried (6-0) to accept the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2 Audit. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action to approve Merrill Ranch Community Facilities 

District No. 2 July 20, 2020 Special Meeting minutes. (Lisa Garcia)  
 
On Boardmember Larsen, seconded by Vice-Chairman Anderson, and carried (6-0)  
to approve the Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2 July 20, 2020 
Special Meeting minutes. 
 
10. ADJOURN FROM MERRILL RANCH COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO 2. 
 
On motion of Boardmember Wall, seconded by Boardmember Larsen, and carried 
(6-0) to adjourn from Merrill Ranch Community Facilities District No. 2.  
 
11. CONSENT: All items on the consent agenda will be handled by a single vote as 

part of the consent agenda, unless a Councilmember or a member of the public 
objects at the time the agenda item is called.  

 
a. Approval of the seven Returning Stronger Grant applications received, in the 

amount of $40,479.90. (Ben Bitter)  
 

b. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to enter into a contract with Ellison Mills 
Contracting, LLC, for the Pinal County Water Line Project.  in an amount not to 
exceed $809,525.41 for the Pinal County CDBG Water Line Project. (Chris Salas) 
 

c. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of Intergovernmental Agreement between 
Maricopa County, and the Town of Florence, for the Maricopa County Sheriff’s 
Officer Basic Training Academy. (Bruce Walls)  
 

d. Resolution No. 1759-20: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL 
COUNTY ARIZONA RESCINDING RESOLUTION NO. 1740-20 AND ADOPTING 
A LOCAL ALTERNATIVE EXPENDITURE LIMITATION FOR THE TOWN FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 AT $47,075,242. (Rebecca Jimenez) 

 
e. Authorizing the Town Manager to accept a settlement on behalf of the Town of 

Florence and enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Southwest Risk. 
(Cliff Mattice) 



 
f. Approval of accepting the register of demands ending October 31, 2020, in the 

amount of $2,520,947.88. (Rebecca Jimenez)  
 
On motion of Councilmember Wall, seconded by Councilmember Larsen, and 
carried to approve the Consent Agenda, as read with the exception of Item b. and 
Item e.  
 

b. Discussion/Approval/Disapproval to enter into a contract with Ellison Mills 
Contracting, LLC, for the Pinal County Water Line Project.  in an amount not to 
exceed $809,525.41 for the Pinal County CDBG Water Line Project. (Chris Salas) 

 
On motion of Councilmember Cordes, seconded by Councilmember Larsen, and 
carried (6-0) to approve entering into a contract with Ellison Mills Contracting, LLC, 
for the Pinal County Water Line Project.  in an amount not to exceed $809,525.41 
for the Pinal County CDBG Water Line Project. 
 

e. Authorizing the Town Manager to accept a settlement on behalf of the Town of 
Florence and enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Southwest Risk. 
(Cliff Mattice) 

 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Hughes, and 
carried to accept a settlement on behalf of the Town of Florence and enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with Southwest Risk. 

 
12. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Resolution No. 1754-20: Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of A RESOLUTION OF 
THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING A TOWN 
CORE INCENTIVE DISTRICT PLAN REQUEST FOR PINAL COUNTY APN 200-
50-0690 and APN 200-50-0700 (PZID 20-01). (Larry Harmer) 

 
On motion of Councilmember Cordes, seconded by Councilmember Larsen, and 
carried (6-0) to adopt Resolution No. 1754-20. 

 
b. Resolution No. 1758-20:  Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of A RESOLUTION OF 

THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO ESTABLISH A STREET LIGHT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT TO 
PURCHASE ENERGY FOR LIGHTING THE PUBLIC STREETS AND PARKS IN 
THE AREA WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, 
ARIZONA, DESCRIBED ON EXHIBITS “A” AND “B”, ATTACHED HERETO; 
DECLARING SUCH IMPROVEMENTS TO BE OF MORE THAN LOCAL OR 
ORDINARY PUBLIC BENEFIT AND THAT THE EXPENSES THEREOF BE PAID 
FOR BY THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF AD VALOREM TAXES UPON THE 
ASSESSED VALUATION OF ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY IN A 
CERTAIN DISTRICT TO BE KNOWN AS “TOWN OF FLORENCE, ARIZONA, 



STREET LIGHT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 6, “MESQUITE TRAILS” ”; AND 
ORDERING THAT SUCH IMPROVEMENTS BE PROVIDED FOR UNDER THE 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 48-572, 48-576, 48-581 AND 48-615 ARIZONA 
REVISED STATUTES. (Chris Salas)  

 
On motion of Councilmember Wall, seconded by Councilmember Cordes, and 
carried (6-0) to adopt Resolution No. 1758-20. 

 
c. Resolution No. 1761-20:  Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of A RESOLUTION OF 

THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, AUTHORIZING THE 
TOWN MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE TOWN OF FLORENCE AND GREATER FLORENCE CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE FOR THE ARIZONA OFFICE OF TOURISM RURAL 
COOPERATIVE MARKETING PROGRAM IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$21,796.50. (Brent Billingsley) 

 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Wall, and carried 
(6-0) to adopt Resolution No. 1761-20. 

 
d. Resolution No. 1762-20:  Discussion/Approval/Disapproval of A RESOLUTION OF 

THE TOWN OF FLORENCE, PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT AND LOT SALE PROHIBITION FOR MESQUITE  
TRAILS ASLI VIII, L.L.C,.  (Brent Billingsley)  

 
On motion of Councilmember Wall, seconded by Councilmember Larsen, and 
carried (6-0) to adopt Resolution No. 1762-20. 

 
13. MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
14. DEPARTMENT REPORTS   

a. Community Development 
b. Community Services 
c. Courts  
d. Finance 
e. Fire 
f. Police  
g. Public Works 

 
15. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
16. CALL TO THE COUNCIL – CURRENT EVENTS ONLY  

 
17. ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 



For the purposes of discussions or consultations with designated representatives of the 
public body and/or legal counsel pursuant to A.R.S. Sections 38-431.03 (A)(3) and (A)(4) 
to consider its position and instruct its representatives and/or attorneys regarding: 
 

a. Discussion the Charles Whitlow Rodeo Grounds Management Agreement. 
b. Discussion on the Governor’s Executive Orders related to the COVID-19 

Pandemic. 
 

On motion of Vice-Mayor Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Cordes, and 
carried (6-0) to adjourn to Executive Session.  
 

18. ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
On motion of Councilmember Larsen, seconded by Councilmember Cordes, and 
carried (6-0) to adjourn from Executive Session.  

 
19. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Council may go into Executive Session at any time during the meeting for the purpose of 
obtaining legal advice from the Town’s Attorney(s) on any of the agenda items pursuant 
to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3).  One or more members of Council may appear for part or all 
of the meeting including Executive Session telephonically.  
 
On motion of Vice-Mayor Anderson, seconded by Councilmember Larsen, and 
carried (6-0) to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.  

 
 
Posted this 9th day of December, 2020, on the Town of Florence website at 
www.florenceaz.gov by Maria Hernandez, Deputy Town Clerk. 

 

http://www.florenceaz.gov/

